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Leviticus 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Title and Meaning 

 From the Septuagint and Vulgate (Latin Bible), meaning “pertaining to the Levites” 

Author 

 Moses; refer to previous discussion on authorship of Pentateuch 

Date 

 Estimated to be written during the Wilderness period, c. 1445-1405 B.C. 

Purpose 

 Exodus through Numbers is a narrative about the origins of Israel as the people of God 

 Material is not a haphazard mixture of story and law 

 Both story and law are essential to the creation of a new nation 

 The material is designed for oral instruction 

 Is Leviticus primarily a handbook for the priest? NO 

 Compiled for the instruction of the congregation in matters pertaining to the correct procedures for making 

sacrifices, for observing the high times in the calendar, and for living as a holy people. 

 “How do we live with God among us?” 

 God had declared that he was their God and they were his people 

 How was this relationship to be maintained? 

 They would be confronted by Canaanite cultic practices 

 To resist them they needed to learn the proper ways to worship Yahweh 

Audience 

 Israelites at Mt. Sinai; the generation that would conquer and fill the Promised Land 

Main Characters 

 Moses 

 Aaron 

 Nadab; son of Aaron, in training to become a priest, died because of disobedience to the Lord’s commands 

 Eleazar; son of Aaron who succeeded him as high priest of Israel 

 Ithamar; son of Aaron who also became a priest 
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Background and Setting 

 Before the year that Israel camped at Mt. Sinai: (1) the presence 

of God’s glory had never formally resided among the Israelites; 

(2) a central place of worship, like the tabernacle, had never 

existed; (3) a structured and regulated set of sacrifices and feasts 

had not been given; and (4) a High-Priest, a formal priesthood, 

and a cadre of tabernacle workers had never been appointed 

 As Exodus concluded, features one and two had been 

accomplished, thereby requiring that elements three and four be 

established, which is where Leviticus fits in 

Outline 

 Structure 

 Basic Outline 

 Sacrificial Laws (1:1-7:38) 

 Instruction for the laity (1:1-6:7) 

 Burnt offering (1) 

 Grain offering (2) 

 Fellowship Offering (3) 

 Sin offering (4:1-5:13) 

 Guilt offering (5:14-6:7) 

 Instructions for the priests (6:8-7:38) 

 Priestly narrative (8:1-10:20) 

 The formal beginnings of the priesthood (8:1-9:24) 

 The Limits on the priesthood—Nadab and Abihu (10) 

 Laws to protect ritual cleanness (11:1-16:34) 

 Dietary prescriptions (11) 

 Birth Laws (12) 

 The discernment and cleansing of skin diseases (13-14) 

 Laws about bodily discharges (15) 

 The Day of Atonement (16) 

 Holiness Code (17-27) 

 The Laws (17:1-25:55) 

 Handling blood (17) 

 Incest laws (18) 

 Miscellaneous laws (19-20) 

 Laws concerning priest and sacrifices (21-22) 

 Sabbath and festivals (23) 

 Tabernacle law (24:1-9) 

 The story of the punishment of a blasphemer (24:10-23) 

Understanding the Bible 

o What Not To Do: 

 Picking a bit out of context. 

The Bible is not a magic box 

 Building a doctrine on a verse 

which has been 

misunderstood—as frequently 

done by cults and deviations 

 Saying it’s too remote and 

difficult for ordinary people: 

it’s not! 

 Reading it just as literature or 

geography or history; it is 

these things, but more; it’s the 

message that matters 

 Reading it as magic, or fables, 

or fairy tales…the Bible was 

written by people in real 

situations as they were 

inspired by God 

o Reading the OT Law 

 Is this moral law, for all time? 

Or matters of social or 

ceremonial law? If the latter, 

what point was being 

expressed, or general 

principle? 

 What did the passage mean to 

the original readers or 

hearers?  

 How does the same message 

apply to us today? 
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 The Jubilee (25) 

 Blessings and curses (26) 

 Blessings for obedience (26:1-13) 

 Curses for disobedience (26:14-46) 

 Gifts to the Lord (27) 

Major Themes 

 The Holiness of God 

 Behind all the laws and the central concepts of purity and cleanness, the central teaching of the book is 

the holiness of God 

 Two repeated phrases: “I am the Lord” and “I am holy.” These are used over fifty times God uses every 

past circumstance for His purpose 

 Book teaches that God is separate from the present world and only those who are also freed from the 

taint of sin are permitted into his presence; this works out in the following three areas: 

 The Sacrificial System 

 Most important activity of formal worship during the Old Testament period 

 Covenant relationship is related to sacrifice in three ways 

 Sacrifice is a gift on the part of the worshiper to his covenant Lord 

 A number of sacrifices include a notion of communion or fellowship between covenant partners 

 Sacrifice plays a major role in healing rifts in the covenant relationship 

 “Expiation”: animal bore the penalty and thus the sacrifice served as the divinely sanctioned means for 

restoring covenant relationship 

 God takes sin very seriously; there had to be a way for sin to be dealt with; paves the way for Christ, the 

ultimate perfect sacrifice 

 Bear in mind that the sacrifice itself was not a guarantee of forgiveness; God looked to their hearts to see 

repentance 

 Two categories: Sweet aroma—expression of worship of someone already in a right relationship with 

God; Non-sweet aroma—done to make the relationship right 

 Types of Sacrifices (All info taken from John MacArthur’s Bible Handbook) 

 Burnt offering (sweet aroma, voluntary); Lev. 1:3-17; 6:8-13 

 Purpose: to propitiate (turn wrath away) for sin in general; to signify complete dedication and 

consecration to God; hence it is called the “whole burnt offering” 

 Consisted of: (according to wealth) Bull without blemish; Male sheep or goat without blemish; 

Turtledoves or young pigeons 

 God’s portion: Entirely burned on the altar of burnt offering, except the skin 

 Priests’ portion: skin only 

 Offerer’s portion: none 

 Prophetic significance: signifies complete dedication of life to God; (1) on the part of Christ 

(Mt. 26:39-44; Mk 14:36; Lk. 22:43; Phil 2:5-11); (2) on the part of the believer (Rom 12:1-

2; Heb 13:15) 
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 Grain offering (sweet aroma, voluntary); Lev 2:1-16; 6:14-18; 7:12-13 

 Purpose: the grain offering accompanied the burnt offerings; it signified one’s homage and 

thanksgiving to God 

 Consisted of: (three types) (1) fine flour mixed with oil and frankincense; (2) cakes made of 

fine flour mixed with oil and baked in an oven, in a pan, or covered pan; (3) green heads of 

roasted grain mixed with oil and frankincense 

 God’s Portion: memorial portion burned on the altar of burnt offering 

 Priests’ Portion: remainder to be eaten in the court of the tabernacle 

 Offerer’s portion: none 

 Prophetic significance: signifies the perfect humanity of Christ; (1) the absence of the leaven 

typifies the sinlessness of Christ; (2) the presence of oil is emblematic of the Holy Spirit 

 Peace Offering (sweet aroma, voluntary); Lev. 3:1-17; 7:11-21, 28-34 

 Purpose: generally expressed peace and fellowship between the offerer and God; culminated in 

a communal meal 

 Three types: (1) Thank offering to express gratitude for an unexpected blessing or 

deliverance; (2) Votive offering to express gratitude for a blessing or deliverance granted 

when a vow had accompanied the petition; (3) Freewill offering to express gratitude to 

God without regard to any specific blessing or deliverance 

 Consisted of: (according to wealth) (1) From the herd, a male or female without blemish; (2) 

From the flock, a male or female without blemish; (3) From the goats 

 God’s Portion: fatty portion burned on the altar of burnt offering 

 Priests’ portion: Breast (wave offering) and right thigh (heave offering) 

 Offerer’s portion: remainder to be eaten in the court by the offerer and his family 

 Prophetic significance: foreshadows the peace which the believer has with God through Jesus 

Christ 

 Sin offering (non-sweet aroma, compulsory); Lev. 4:1-5:13; 6:24-30 

 Purpose: to atone for sins committed unknowingly, especially where no restitution was possible; 

was of no avail in cases of defiant rebellion against God 

 Consisted of 

 For the high priest, a bull without blemish 

 For the congregation, a bull without blemish 

 For a ruler, a male goat without blemish 

 For a commoner, a female goat or female lamb without blemish 

 In cases of poverty, two turtledoves or young pigeons 

 In cases of extreme poverty, fine flour 

 God’s portion: fatty portions to be burned on the altar of burnt offering; when for high priest or 

congregation, remainder of bull was burned outside camp 

 Priests’ portion: when for ruler or commoner, remainder of goat or lamb was eaten in the 

tabernacle court 

 Offerer’s portion: none 
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 Prophetic significance: prefigures the fact that in His death: (1) Christ was made sin for us; (2) 

Christ suffered outside the gates of Jerusalem 

 Trespass offering (non-sweet aroma, compulsory); Lev. 5:14-6:7; 7:1-7 

 Purpose: similar to sin offering 

 Consisted of: when sin was against the Lord—a ram without blemish plus one-fifth restitution; 

when against man—ram without blemish plus one-fifth restitution 

 God’s portion: fatty portions burned on altar of burnt offering 

 Priests’ portion: remainder to be eaten in a holy place 

 Offerer’s portion: none 

 Prophetic significance: foreshadows the fact that Christ is also our trespass offering 

  

 The Priesthood 

 They too must be holy; set apart by ordination; wore special clothing, sprinkled with oil (identifies 

them with the tabernacle and the presence of God’s holiness; offer sacrifices for their sins 

 Service was to protect the holiness of the camp through sacrifice; protect the holiness of God in the 

camp 

 Mediate between God and man; teach the law of God; offer sacrifices; determine the will of God 

 Why Levites? They stood up for God in Exodus 32, destroying those who dishonored God 

 Purity 

 Since God is holy, it is crucial that his people prepare themselves to enter his presence; this is the 

essential reason for the complex and seemingly harsh rules of ritual purity 

 Most famous purity laws are in animal realm; kosher practices 

 By entering the holy place in an unclean state one would encounter the consuming power of the holy 

 Anyone who defiantly remained unclean was barred from the community 

 These laws kept before the people the wide gulf separating the human family from the holy God 

 Also separated Israel from the worship practices and customs of their neighbors, particularly those 

associated with witchcraft 

 The countless details required within the rituals was to teach exactness and precision that would extend 

to the way the people obeyed the moral and spiritual laws of God and the way they revered every facet 

of His Word. 

 Some laws are “do as I say because I say so” laws 

Feasts and Holy Days in Leviticus 
Leviticus and the Holy Days 

 Weekly Sabbath: day of rest for people and animals (Lev 23:3) 

 Passover (Lev 23:5; Ex. 12:1-4) 

 Time of observance: 1st month (Abib) 14 (March-April) 

 Significance of observance: 

 Continually remember God’s deliverance from Egypt 
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 Feast of Unleavened Bread (Lev 23:6-8; Ex. 12:15-20) 

 Time of observance: 1st month (Abib) 15-21 (March-April). 

 The Feast of Unleavened Bread began with the Passover meal and lasted for seven days.   

 Significance of observance: 

 Had to leave so quickly from Egypt that you didn’t even have time for the bread to rise 

 Feast of Firstfruits (Lev 23:9-14) 

 Time of observance: 1st month (Abib) 16--in connection with the Feast of Unleavened Bread 

 Significance of observance: dedication of harvest to God 

 Feast of Weeks/Pentecost/Harvest (Lev 23:15-21; Deut 16:9-12) 

 Time of observance: 3rd month (Sivan) 6 (seven weeks after the Passover) (May-June) 

 Significance of observance:  

 Loaves of bread made of wheat 

 Make provision for the poor 

 God is the one who gave us these things 

 Feast of Trumpets (Lev 23:23-25; Num 29:1-6) 

 Time of observance: 7th month (Tishri) 1 (September-October) 

 Significance of observance: 

 God is calling the trumpets, reminding the people of his presence, thanksgiving for what God has 

done in the past, prayer for what God will do 

 Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) (Lev 16; 23:26-32) 

 Time of observance: 7th month (Tishri) 10 (September-October) 

 Significance of observance: 

 Every Israelite fasted 

 No work at all 

 High priest goes to most holy place to offer sin offering for himself and the people 

 Feast of Booths/Tabernacles (Lev 23:33-36a, 39-43) 

 Time of observance: 7th month (Tishri) 15-21 (September-October) 

 Significance:  

 Dwell in booths as reminder of how their fathers had to live in tents in wilderness; thankful for 

what God has provided for us now 

 End of fall harvest; expression of thanksgiving for the harvest 

 Significance of the holy days in the life of Israel as a nation 

 God wants them to never forget what He has done for them; Take time to reflect on what God has done 

for you 

 Both past and present history 

 The bottom line is not the bottom line; More to life than making a living 

 Give back to God 

 Provide for the poor and give back to them 

 Life is not about what you can acquire; it’s about your relationship to the Lord 
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 We sometimes get the idea that God wanted to make life hard for his people 

 God instructs them to throw a party with the tithe; holiness wasn’t intended to make them miserable; it 

was to bring them wholeness 

The Feasts Christ’s Fulfillment 

Passover Death of Christ (1 Cor. 5:7) 

Unleavened Bread* Sinlessness of Christ (1 Cor. 5:8) 

Firstfruits Resurrection of Christ (1 Cor. 15:23) 

Pentecost/Harvest/Weeks* Outpouring of the Spirit of Christ (Acts 1:5; 2:4) 

Trumpets Israel’s regathering by Christ (Matthew 24:31) 

Atonement  Substitionary Sacrifice by Christ (Rom. 11:26) 

Tabernacles/Booths* Rest and reunion with Christ (Zech. 14:16-19) 

* Three major feasts for which all males of Israel were required to travel to the temple in Jerusalem (Ex. 23) 

 

Resources 
Rose Publishing: Rose Book of Bible Charts, Maps, and Timelines 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 

Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 

Lasor, Hubbard, and Bush: Old Testament Survey 

Longman and Dillard: An Introduction to the Old Testament 

Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Gary Yates 


